Catalogne is the blanket or
bed covering — or - the
technigue or material
prepared for it.

The warp was set at 12 EPI
using 2/16 cotton “doubled”
for each end.

Strips were cut about %2’
wide. A ball of about 30
strips was enough to fill a
ski shuttle; we got 6 to 7
balls per double sheet.

The Catalogne Project

Catalogne originated in the 17" century when French immigrants
settled along the St Lawrence river in Quebec and in some areas
along the Atlantic coast. At a time when many goods and supplies
had to come from far away, what was available was used as long
as possible. When warm wool blankets that were needed in the
cold winters of the New World wore out, they could be cut into
rags and, in the case of catalogne, they could be woven into
another. In some families, the worn blankets that were white
would be saved for years in order to make a special “wedding”
blanket for a daughter.

This traditional method of making blankets is still carried on in
Quebec; outside of Quebec there is a collective of weavers in St.
Isidore, Alberta who brought the skill to the prairies. Although
original catalogne was made with wool blankets, today many
people use cotton or cotton-blend sheets.

In the summer of 2006 Dorothy Block and | decided that making a
catalogne for ourselves would be a natural extension of the work
that we already liked doing with rags. The “re-use and re-cycle”
aspect of doing something with material already at hand, of
turning something that was currently unusable into useful was
one of the main appeals. We also felt that making this would be a
challenge as there was not a lot of printed material available to
guide us.

Most of the information that we gathered before we started came
from Marie Lavoie of “Les Tisserandes de Ste. Isidore”.

Use one type of material throughout that is of the same
weight and fibre content.

It takes about five pounds of material (about 4 to 6 sheets
in fair to good condition) for one double size catalogne.
Strips are cut less than %2’ wide. Heavier fabrics or “newer”
sheets should be cut thinner, while older, worn sheets can
be wider. Thinner strips will also give a lighter weight
catalogne.

Cut all strips in the same direction, that is, all in a weft or
warp direction.

Usually you alternate a light band with a dark band; one
other colour may be for accent. For example, it may be
three inches of white, then a darker accent, then another
colour.



The catalogne on the left
has more of a stripe effect
than the one on the right
side as a result of how the
strips were originally sewn
together.

Threading an extra “nylon”
end warp to mirror the edge
warp thread prevented side
breakage
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A header was woven
between each blanket. The
coloured stripe was our
guide for zigzagging the
ends of each blanket
before they were cut apart.

A warp is usually set up at about 88 inches wide on a 100
inch loom or two pieces can be sewn together from woven
material made on a 45 inch loom.

A straight draw threading is used for plain weave.

Use two white or off-white, 2/16 cotton threads per dent in
a 12 dent reed and treat them as one. Although it would
seem that a 2/8 cotton would be a good substitute, it hides
a lot of the colours and the resulting catalogne does not
drape as well.

Sew strips together. Eight strips sewn together will make
“butterflies” with about 50 turns; it will take about 90 of
these butterflies to weave one catalogne.

120 inches woven shrinks to about 98 inches long.

It takes 30 to 50 hours to prepare for one blanket.

Armed with information, we began.

Preparation of the rags - about 8 hours per blanket for cutting into
strips and then sewing together.

What we learned — After cutting but before sewing, putting the
rags in the dryer produced less “lint”. Also, if all the strips from the
(average) five sheets were mixed up before sewing there was a
more random look to the catalogne. If they were kept separate
when sewn together and at least two lengths of the same “sheet”
were sewn together, there was more of a stripe effect in the
resulting blanket.

We gathered all the 2/16 cotton that we had in our cupboards; as
we were wanting to recycle, we had a number of colours; teal,
pink, peach, yellow, tan and yes, even some white. We planned
to use two strands together and sett the warp at 12 ends per inch,
we were aiming for 90 inches wide in the reed. Since we thought
it would probably take some time to weave, we decided to put
enough warp on the loom to make three blankets. At 120 inches
each, with some space in between and assuming two yards that
would go to take up and waste, we decided to go with a warp
length of 13 yards.

Preparation of the warp — about 10 hours.

What we learned — Double check calculations! We calculated that
we would need 2160 ends to have 90 inches in the reed based on
24 EPI. We were going to use two together in a 12 dent reed.
What | forgot, was that using two threads as one, my count



One ball of strips wove
about 5 1/2 inches.

Random warp colours
blended well with all the
different rags used.

On a 100” loom, two people
in rhythm are required!

should have been for 1080 “doubled” ends; oh well, now | have
extra warp chains!

Threading the loom with a straight draw (1,2,3,4) threading, one
person threaded the reed from the front while the other then
threaded the heddles from the back. We tried to keep the order
random to avoid any look of stripes as we had a lot of colours.

Threading and winding the warp onto the loom — about 36 hours.

What we learned — this is a long process and so we were very
glad that we had prepared for a number of blankets on the loom,
and that people came into the studio while we were doing this so
that there was a lot of interesting conversation.

We wove a two inch header at the beginning and end of each
blanket with white 2/16 cotton in a plain weave. Once we got our
rhythm, the weaving was a joy using a ski shuttle for the rags. We
found that each ball of 30 strips would weave about 5 2" and that
it took about 20 balls to make one catalogne.

The first blanket was woven to 113 inches for a coverlet; off the
loom it was 107 inches long. The second was woven to 136
inches in the hopes that it would be long enough to cover pillows
as a bedspread, off the loom it was 130 inches long. The final one
was woven to 112 inches and was 109 inches long. We had 41
inches left of warp on the loom as we had run out of the rags we
were using for it at that point!

Weaving the three catalogne — about 39 hours.

What we learned — warp threads break! Through trial and error
we found that the ones breaking were usually from the same
harness and so we always made sure that harness was fully up
so that the shed was clear. We also put in an extra “unbreakable
nylon” warp thread in the same dent and heddle with the existing
edge warp threads on either side. Once we removed the blankets
from the loom, we removed these extra threads.

The total time to make three catalogne with finishing was
approximately 140 hours and we completed them in January,
2007.

What we learned — It was a great experience and with a friend, it
was a wonderful use of time!

Submitted by Brenda Purschke



